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Employee Receives 
Decision Notice 
w/Appeal Rights 
5 CFR § 1201.21 

Employee files Appeal 
with MSPB 

5 CFR § 1201.22 - 24 

 
 MSPB serves parties 

with Appeal and 
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5 CFR § 1201.21 
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Employee Requests Hearing? 
5 CFR § 1201.24 (d) & (e) 

AJ’s Initial Decision 
5 CFR § 1201.111 

Hearing Stage 
-Discovery 
5 CFR § 1201.71 - 75 
-Motions  
5 CFR § 1201.55 
-Pre-hearing Conference 
-Hearing 
5 CFR § 1201.51 - 64 

Initial Decision 
Becomes Final 

5 CFR § 1201.113(a) 

MSPB May Remand or 
Decide Case 

5 CFR § 1201.117 

Judicial Review 
5 CFR § 1201.120 

U.S. Ct App  
(Fed Cir) 

Mixed Case Procedures 
(EEOC Review, Special Panel 
Review, Judicial Review or All 

of the Above 
5 CFR § 1201.151 - 175)

Discrimination Allegations?

MSPB Acts on PFR 
5 CFR § 1201.113 (a) 

Initial Decision 
Becomes Final 

5 CFR § 1201.113 

Losing Party Files Petition for 
Review (PFR)? 

5 CFR § 1201.113 & 114-119 



MSPB Timeline

Appeallable 
Action

Appeal to 
MSPB

Acknowledgment 
Order
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Settlement 
Discussions
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with the Judge 
and Parties

Prehearing 
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Hearing

Initial Decision

Appeal to Full Board 
(Petition for Review)

Appeal to Court of
Appeals for the 
Federal Circuit

30 days

2-10 days

10 days
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1-60 days

As set by judge

As set by judge

120 days from appeal 
to decision

35 days
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